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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to amendment filed on 08/08/2006. 

2. After a fiirther search and a thorough examination of the present application in view of 
the proposed amendments and in Hght of the prior art of records, claims 1 - 8, 10, 17 - 20, 22, 26 
- 35 are allowed. 

3. Claims 9, 1 1 - 16, 21, 23 - 25, and 36 - 41 are cancelled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

4. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be imacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Attorney, David W. Victor, Registration No. 39,867 on September 27, 2006. 

5. Please amend the claims which was filed on 08/08/2006 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

processing a file request to add operate on a target file that is directed to a file system; 

determining whether a rule specifies a file attribute indicating a file type attribute 
satisfied by the target file; 

in response to determining that the target file satisfies the file type attribute of the 
determined rule, determining whether a condition concerning a size threshold specified by the 
determined rule is satisfied; 
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in response to determining that the condition is satisfied, performing an action specified 
by the determined rule , wherein the action comprises blocking the request to add the target file to 
the file system : and 

forwarding the file request to the file system to add the target file to the file system 
[[execute]] if the specified condition concerning the size threshold is not satisfied rule do e s not 
inhibit th e fil e r e qu e st . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether one 
rule specifies the file attribute comprises processing file attributes associated with the target file 
to determine whether the file attributes [[include]] are included in the rule. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether the rule specifies 
the file attribute comprises: 

processing a rules database including a plurality of rules, where each rule indicates a file 
attribute, a condition, and an action performed if the condition and file attribute are satisfied. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the rules in the rules database 
implement space management, security, and data protection policies. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein a plurality of rules apply to the file 
request to determine whether to execute multiple actions in response to the file request. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein [[the]] a file attribute of 
[[the]] at least one additional rule is used to apply [[the]] an action specified in the at least one 
additional rule to files having at least one of a plurality of [[the]] attributes comprising: a file 
name, a file directory, a fil e s iz e , a file typ e , and an application originating the request. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one additional rule 
specifies a [[the]] condition sp e cifi e d by th e d e t e rmin e d rul e is used to apply [[the]] an action 
specified in the at least one additional rule when [[a]] the condition is satisfie d, wherein the 
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condition in the at least one additional rule comprises [[comprising]] at least one of [[the]] a 
plurality of conditions [[of]] comprising : a source of the file request originating from a specified 
application; a user initiating the file request specified as an authorized user; mid available space 
in a storage system including the target file having a minimum available space ; and a fil e siz e 
exceeding a thr e shold file size . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein [[the]] an attribute and 
condition specified in at least one additional [[the]] rule check whether an application originating 
the file request is an authorized application, wherein [[the]] an action specified bv the at least one 
additional rule b locks the file request if the application is not authorized or passes the file request 
to the file system to execute if the application is authorized. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the processing of the file request and 
the rule is performed by a program executing in a kernel of an operating system to process all 
requests directed to the file system, wherein the program comprises an extension of the file 
system. 



11. 


(Canceled) 


12. 


(Canceled) 


13. 


(Canceled) 


14. 


(Canceled 


15. 


(Canceled 


16. 


(Canceled 



1 7. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 
a file system including a plurality of files; 

means for processing a file request to add operat e on a target file that is dir e ct e d to the 
file system; 
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means for determining whether a rule specifies a file attribute indicating a file type 
attribute satisfied by the target file; 

means for determining, in response to determining that the target file satisfies the file 
type attribute of the determined rule, whether a condition concerning a size threshold specified 
by the determined rule is satisfied; 

means for performing, in response to determining that the condition is satisfied, an action 
specified by the determined rule , wherein the action comprises blocking the request to add the 
target file to the file system : and 

means for forwarding the file request to add the target file to the file system to e xecute if 
the specified condition concerning the size threshold is not satisfied rul e do es not inhibit th e fil e 
request. 

1 8. (Original) The system of claim 17, wherein the means for determining whether 
the rule specifies the file attribute performs: 

processing a rules database including a plurality of rules, where each rule indicates a file 
attribute, a condition, and an action performed if the condition and file attribute are satisfied. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein the rules in the rules database 
implement space management, security, and data protection policies. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 17, wherein [[the]] an attribute and 
condition specified in [[the]] at least one additional rule check whether an application originating 
the file request is an authorized application, wherein [[the]] an action specified by the at least one 
additional rule blocks the file request if the application is not authorized or passes the file request 
to the file system to execute if the application is authorized. 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Original) The system of claim 17, wherein the means for processing the file 
request and the rule comprises a program executing in a kernel of an operating system that 
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process all requests directed to the file system, wherein the program comprises an extension of 
the file system. 

23. (Canceled 

24. (Canceled 

25. (Canceled 

26. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture for processing a file request to 
operate on a target file that is directed to a file system, wherein the article of manufacture causes 
operations to be performed, the operations comprising: 

processing a file request to add a target file to a file system: 

determining whether a rule specifies a file attribute indicating a file type attribute 
satisfied by the target file; 

in response to determining that the target file satisfies the file type attribute of the 
determined rule, determining whether a condition concerning a size threshold specified by the 
determined rule is satisfied; 

in response to determining that the condition is satisfied, performing an action specified 
by the determined rule , wherein the action comprises blocking the request to add the target file to 
the file system : and 

forwarding the file request to the file system to add the target file to the file system te 
ex e cut e if the specified condition concerning the size threshold is not satisfied rul e does not 
inhibit th e fil e r e qu e st . 

27. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein 
determining whether one rule specifies the file attribute comprises processing file attributes 
associated with the target file to determine whether the file attributes [[include]] are included in 
the rule. 

28. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein determining whether 
the rule specifies the file attribute comprises: 
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processing a rules database including a plurality of rules, where each rule indicates a file 
attribute, a condition, and an action performed if the condition and file attribute are satisfied. 

29. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 28, wherein the rules in the rules 
database implement space management, security, and data protection policies. 

30. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 28, wherein a plurality of rules 
apply to the file request to determine whether to execute multiple actions in response to the file 
request. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein [[the]] a 
file attribute of [[the]] at least one additional rule is used to apply [[the]] m action specified in 
the at least one additional rule to files having at least one of [[the]] a plurality of attributes 
comprising: a file name, a file directory, a fil e siz e , a fil e typ e , and an application originating the 
request. 

32. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein at least one 
additional rule specifies a [[the]] condition sp e cifi e d by th e d e termin e d rul e is used to apply 
[[the]] an action specified in the at least one additional rule when [[a]] the condition is satisfied^ 
wherein the condition comprises [[comprising]] at least one of [[the]] a plurality of conditions 
[[of]] comprising : a source of the file request originating from a specified application; a user 
initiating the file request specified as an authorized user; mid available space in a storage system 
including the target file having a minimum available space ; and a file siz e exc ee ding a threshold 
fil e siz e. 

33. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein [[the]] an 
attribute and condition specified in at least one additional [[the]] rule check whether an 
application originating the file request is an authorized application, wherein [[the]] an action 
specified by the at least one additional rule blocks the file request if the application is not 
authorized or passes the file request to the file system to execute if the application is authorized. 
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34. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the file request is to 
add the target file to the file system, and wherein the attribute and condition specified in the rule 
check whether the target file is of a specified type and size threshold, wherein the action blocks 
the file request to add the target file if the specified type and size threshold is exceed or passes 
the file request to the file system to execute if the specified type is satisfied and the specified size 
threshold is not satisfied. 

35. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the processing of the 
file request and the rule is performed by a program executing in a kernel of an operating system 
to process all requests directed to the file system, wherein the program comprises an extension of 
the file system. 

36. (Canceled 

37. (Canceled 

38. (Canceled 

39. (Canceled 

40. (Canceled 

41. (Canceled 

Reason for Allowance 
6. . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art made of records does not teach or fairly suggest the combination of 
elements, as recited in independent claims 1,17 and 26. More specifically, the prior art of 
records does not specifically suggest wherein as argued by Applicant's amendment processing a 
file request to add a target file to a file system where a rule specifies a an attribute for the file 
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indicating the file type satisfied by the target file; in response to determination of the target file 
type satisfying the rule fiuther determining a condition concerning the size threshold specified by 
the rule; based on the determination of the condition blocking the request to add the target file to 
the file system and forwarding the file request to add the target file to the file system if the 
conditions concerning the size threshold is not satisfied. 

The dependent claims, being definite, fiuther limiting and fiiUy enabled by the 
specification are also allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Navneet K. Ahluwalia whose telephone number is 571-272-5636. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alam T. Hosain can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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